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The -education of youth, we comnfider as an object of the greateft importance to our community ;
the ftability and welfare of governments depend more on good morals, the information and know:
ledge of citizens, than on laws ; indeed the latter, though ever fo wifely framed, have been found -
inetfeGtual for the prefervation of thofe focieties in which the former have been corrupted.

It will not be cenied, that a good education imprefles on the mind, at an age when impreffions are
mott eafily made, and are moft laiting, ‘habits of application and of virtue, and that it excites a de-
fire of knowledge, of emulation, and the love of honeft fame. Can thefé happy propenfities in hu-
man nature be cultivated and improved in 2ny other way fo well as in thofé feminaries of learning
where, under the eyes of vigilant, enlightened, and exemplary teachers, youth are inftructed in tﬁé
elements of {cience, its utility is explained, emulation excited, vice difcountenanced and reftraired
and the necedity of virtue frequently inculcated. Influenced by thefe confiderations, our prcdeceﬁ'or;
thought that colleges, fo endowed as to induce men of talents and virtue to engage in the inftrudtion
of youth, wou!d be the mott effettual method of fecuring to the community a fucceflion of able and
upright legiflators, and of citizens capuble of judging wilely of their alts and merits. Liberal pub-
lic donations were accordingly made to the two colleges; relying on the public faith, that thefe
would be inviolate, while not abufed, many individuals, by private gifts, contributed their generous
aid to thefe rifing eftablifhments.  What proof has been adduced that they do not anfwer the end of
their inftitution? Have you any well founded caufe even to {uipect that the monies granted have been
miGpplied ? If you fufpect mifapplication, fhould fufpicion alone, unfupported by proof, authorife, in
a free government, the arbitrary refumption of grants on the merce allegation that they were impro-
vidently made ! T'he allegation, however, has net been made ; if made, we believe it cannot be
maintained.  T'o us it appears, that the donations of the public were applied to the moft ufeful, the
moft important of objects. You admit the utility, nay, the neceflity, of diffufing knowledge among
frec citizens, but you infinuate that this knowledge will be morc generally diffufed by the erection of
free-fchools in the feveral counties : If we refort back to experience, it will not make much in fa-
vour of the affertion, or your opinion; no great benefits, we have underflood, were derived from
the free-fchoo's formerly eftublifhed ; tor after the experiment of u long pericd, they have been dif- -
ufed, their funds alienated, and appropriated to other purpofes with the confent of the treftees,

We, however, do not deny that free-ichools, under proper regulations duly obferved, might be
rendered ufeful, by teaching reading, writing, arithmetic, and the principles of grammar of the
Enghith, Greek and Latin languages ; thus the pupils of the molt promifing talents might be better
prepared for a coliegiate education; for in collezes only, or in univeriitics, the elements of the
higher fciences can be taught to advantage ; if in free-fchools the fcholars are well'grounded in the
rudiments of general grammar, and arithynetic, it is as much as is performed in the beft of thefe
fchools, and can be realonably expected trom thetr fcanty endowmenis, and the ordinary talents of
the matters commonly employed to teach in them : "I'he boys too taught in them, 2re commonly too
young to fesl the beauties of claflic authors, or to be inttrudted in the theories of law and govern-
meat, or to itudy and comprchend the hizher branches of the mathematics. ‘

Wi it be aiferted, or can the affertion be maintained with any colour of truth, that the mere sc-
quirements of a grammar ichool are {ufficient to quaiily our citizens tor the important trufts or le-
aiflation and judgment? OFf boys, who in thefe {chools difcover a promiling genius, the pareats, if
able, will go to the expence of completing their education in the cclleres, it unabley friends may not
be wanting to aifitt them, and if thele thould fail, there are charitable foundations for the rccc'p:ion
of fuch boys in both coileges ; thefe foundations may, and probably will be enlarged in time by pub-
lic and private conuibutions, when the advantage of a finithed cducation thall be better underttood,
more prized, public and private benevolence more expanded, by the increafed means of gratifving
it.  As we have not denied the utility of free-fchools, under proper reculations, fo we thall always
be willing to co-operate with you towards their eftablithment, under a well digetled fyttem, that all
the learning they can afford may be as widely diffufed as poflible amongft the ¢reat mafs of the peo-
pie. In the preamble to your firft bill, you have urged as an argument for depriving the colleges of
their funds, that the wealthy only can reap the advaatage of an education in thele feminarics: A
numerous and middle clafs of citizens, neither opulent nor needy, we doubt net, will educate their
children in them ; poor citizens, we acknowledge, cannot fupport the expence of fuch an education,
without the aflittance of friends,  Shall the children of the tormer be debarred of a collegiate edu-
cation, becaufe the latter will be excluded from its benefits ? Have not the wealthy already largely
contributed to found thefe colleges? Dettroy them by withdrawing the funds given by the public,
and what will be the confequence ! Why this, the rich, inftead of educating their children in this
ftate, will fend them to the neighbouring ftates, or to foreign univerhitics, for their education, and
thus the money expended on it will be loft to the ftate of Maryland.

The foregoing obfervations, and reafoning upon them, have convinced us, that it would be im-
proper to take away the public donations given to Wathington and Saint-John's colleges ; that they -
may carry the fame conviion to your minds, is our earneft with. We are as defirous as you can
be to eafe our conftituents of unneceflury burthens, to obferve the ftricteft ceconomy, and if favings
of public money muft be made, other means may be reforted to, without depriving thofe feminaries
of the funds formerly granted, which, if withdrawn, they will inevitably go to decay, the {ums ex-
pended in the erection of the buildings will be thrown away, and the well founded hope of theit
rifing utility untimely and entirely blafted. ' ,

: By order, W, PERRY, jun. clk.

Which was read. '
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